
2025 Report



Our Third Year

The Center for Climate Literacy at the University of Minnesota is growing and
making a difference. 2025 marks our third full calendar year in operation.

The mission of the Center is to accelerate a transition to an ecological civilization by transforming
education from within. We train and support classroom teachers to incorporate climate literacy in
their everyday teaching across all subject areas. We design resources, workshops, and professional
development that builds educator networks and empowers grassroots transformation.

Dr. Marek Oziewicz
Director

In community for the Earth,
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In 2025, we welcomed 57 new fellows at the Center. Our team now includes 214 members from
32 countries. We created 31 open-access resources offered through the Climate Lit Database and
published 37 articles across three issues in the pocket journal for teachers called Climate Literacy in
Education. We trained hundreds of teachers. The expansion of this joyful work is fueled by the
demands of young people—in Minnesota and across the globe—for a holistic eduction that
prepares them to understand, adapt, and live well in a climate changing world.

In 2026 we expect to continue growing the movement
for universal climate literacy education. Our current
momentum is strong and we are poised to launch
several new projects. Together, they will equip even
more educators with the skills, experiences, and
community they need to ensure their students receive
the education they deserve. We remain grateful to
everyone committed to advancing this vision and to all
of you whose support makes the work possible. 
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Recommiting to the work
Presenting at the National Council of Teachers of English. From left to right: Natalie
Brady, Duane Yazzie, Kayla Maas, Kelly Smith, Nick Kleese, Stephanie Rollag Yoon,
and Rachel Amoateng.

In summer 2024, the Center was awarded a National Endowment for the Humanities K12
Summer Institute grant to support a three-week professional development workshop on
“Teaching Climate Justice with Young People's Literatures and Media.”

In April 2025, this award was canceled by DOGE. Without funding, we offered two short,
alternative programs: one for the teachers who were accepted into the original Institute and
one for all who applied. We also organized a panel at the National Council of Teachers of
English annual conference at which five teachers who were originally accepted to the
Institute (see above) shared how they were recommitting, again and again, to climate justice
education in their classrooms. 

Many changes in 2025 have caused chaos and harm. Others have provided clarity about
what really matters and what it will take to protect what we love. In this sense, the turmoil
creates opportunities to imagine and enact a better way to be together on this planet that is
our home. At the Center for Climate Literacy we believe that positive change is possible. We
will continue to do whatever we can—with whatever we have—to make it happen.
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Climate Justice Education
Undergraduate Minor
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Bird’s eye view of the UMN-TC East Bank campus

The Climate Justice Education Minor was officially approved by the University of
Minnesota Board of Regents in the Summer of 2025. UMN is now the first University in
the nation to have an undergraduate minor that advances an understanding of climate
justice as a transdisciplinary capacity.

Required core courses (9 credits):
CI 3433: Climate Justice, Children’s Stories,
and Action for a Just Transition
CI 3434: Climate Emotions, Young Adult
Literatures, and Transformative Practice
CI 3435: Envisioning Green New Worlds with
Youth Literatures and Media

Elective course options (3 credits):
Students can choose from hundreds of courses
that align with their major program

Tobi Williams, Class of 2027

Climate change impacts everyone,
regardless of where you are in the world.
To me, it all starts by taking the first step
and educating yourself on the problem.



Climate Literacy Teacher
Leader Fellowship

September Workshop - Climate Literacy Teacher Leader Fellows
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This fellowship is helping me to take action. Because I teach language,
I noticed that lots of language curricula are human centric. They start
from “my name is...”, “who I am...”, “my family...”. Everything is about
me, about humans. I can start my curriculum with the sun, or, the
trees, to let the students see that, as human beings, we're just a small
part of the world. This program helps me actually take action. I'm
making that curriculum into reality. 

This year, thanks to a gift from wonderfully generous donors, the Center launched our most
ambitious professional development program yet: the Climate Literacy Teacher Leader
Fellowship. This year-long program aims to empower sixteen Minnesota educators with the
knowledge, skills, community, and time they need to become change-makers in their schools
and districts. We know—from research and experience—that sustained, meaningful, teacher-
led, and compensated professional development drives the most transformative impacts. Our
Teacher Fellows embody the energy, commitment, and degree of transformation required to
prepare our young people to live well on a climate-changing planet.

Feng Zhe, Mandarin Chinese Teacher, East View High School
CLTL Fellow 2025-2026



Resources, Research, 
and Teacher Support
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Climate Literacy in EducationClimate Lit Database

Schools for the Planet Summer Workshop 2025

The Center’s primary mission to support in-service preK-16 teachers through open-access resources,
quality research, and robust professional development. Here are a few examples of what we accomplished
in 2025.

Under Dr. Emily Midkiff’s editorship, we
added 23 new database entries and eight
new glossary entries

Schools for the Planet

International Research

Workshops

Grants & Funding 

With the fourth installment of our flagship
program this June, we have trained over 100
educators from across the nation

In 2025, we lead workshops in New Orleans,
Graz, Oneida, Alicante, Minneapolis,
Manchester, and many others via Zoom

We doubled our readership, published 37 new
articles from 43 new authors, and released
three issues

Our official partnership with the University
of Silesia (Poland) inaugrated our
international research agenda

Because we believe in compensating teachers,
we applied for Spencer, Mellon, UK Research
Council, and a host of local foundations’ funds



Growing
Community,

Building
Coalitions

Jana Lo Bello Miller presents at the first
convening of EDU-CLIMA in Graz, Austria
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Undergraduate Assistants screen
printing t-shirts for gifts and giveaways

Chochi Iturralde, Ecuadorian educator,
shares about her work with the CCL

Tobi Williams and Rachel Zuraff table at
the Minnesota State Fair

Nick Kleese with CCL Ambassador Kate
Messner at NCTE 2025

Stephanie Rollag Yoon leads a workshop
at the National Writing Project’s Climate

Literacy Summit in New Orleans, LA

Colleen Redmond and Kirsten Hunt
present at the International Research

Society in Children’s Literature
Conference in Salamanca, Spain

The Center’s three graduating seniors:
Lexi Delacruz, Nicholas Broske, and

Emma Ambrosi



Undergraduates Lead...
Again

CCL Undergraduates accept the 2025 UMN Sustainability Impact Award

The Center’s three Undergraduate Assistants—Tobi Williams, Rachel Zuraff, and
August Tinklenberg—continue to be a guiding light for our work. Representing three
different majors, CCL Assistants contribute their unique expertise for crucially
important work, including maintaining Climate Lit and other sites, managing our social
media profiles, producing video and visual content, tabling at events across the Twin
Cities, and more.  

Their leadership continues to be a light across the University system, too. In April
2025, the CCL Assistants team received the University of Minnesota’s system-wide
Sustainability Impact Award in recognition of their work—for the second year in a
row. 

We are grateful to Jon Scieszka, Steven Weinberg, Katherine Applegate, and the late
Pete Palmer for gifts of fellowships that support the CCL Assistant positions.
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Testimony
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Walter Retish, Student Fellow 2025-2026

It is never too late to change our ways. 

There’s no real comparison to make, because this is a foe unlike any other we’ve faced. And when I
say “we,” I mean everything. That "we" is every person, every plant, every animal, every city, every
nation, every continent. “We” is the world itself and every living thing on it. What makes this enemy
so daunting is that it’s also a part of us. The climate crisis isn’t an outside force invading our lives; it’s
the result of our own actions, our own habits, our own systems; it is a result of greed. 

We are both the soldiers and the battleground, and it is not something that we can opt out of. We
are living through a kind of war, and it has to be framed that way for it to make sense, because only
when we understand the scale and urgency of what’s happening can we start to fight back together.
Unlike other wars, this is not one we can win through domination or destruction. We can’t outgun
or out-smart the climate. 

Our victory depends on restoration, humility, and change and that means rethinking the ways we
live, produce, consume, and define progress. It means listening to the planet instead using every last
natural resource for our own personal benefit. Every plan for the future, every dream or career path,
carries a shadow of uncertainty about what the world will even look like in a few decades. Still, I
believe in the possibility of transformation. 

I believe that if older generations choose to act, not out of guilt, but out of love for what they
helped create, then the story can and will change. It is never too late to care, to learn, or to take
responsibility. This is not a battle for the next generation. What we need most is solidarity. We need
a recognition that “we” includes everyone, and that saving our planet is not a youth movement or a
political debate. It's a collective human necessity. 



Looking Ahead

Goals and Priorities for 2026
We have accomplished much in the past year. Our goals and priorities for 2026 are to keep
up the current work and to make it available to more teachers who reach more students.
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Increase publishing capacity at Climate Lit

Secure sustainable funding for CLTL Fellowship

Support additional CCL Undergraduate Assistants

Grow our social media and media production teams

Goal: fully fund first year and second year of the CLTL Fellow cohorts

Goal: grow CCL Undergraduate Assistant program to 10 UAs at 10 hours per week

Goal: double the number of publications for the third consecutive year

Financial need: $250,000 ($100,000 for first year cohort; $150,000 for second)

Financial need: $50,000 ($5,000 per UA per academic year)

Financial need: $20,000 ($1,000 per editor x 10; $10,000 for managing editor)

Goal: hire part time content creator, social media coordinator, and video producer
Financial need: $30,000 ($10,000 per position per year)



Contact Us
Climate literacy education grows with every connection. 
We encourage you reach out to us at any time with questions,
ideas, or inquiries about supporting our work. 
You can reach us through the following channels:

Email

Instagram

Threads

LinkedIn

climatelit@umn.edu

@centerforclimatelitumn

@centerforclimatelitumn

Center for Climate Literacy University of Minnesota


